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Analysis of questions means breaking down the question to look at the 
different words in the question and what they mean. Some of these words are 
important keywords, which mean that if you do not understand these words well, 
you cannot write a relevant composition. In other words, you may go out of point.

As you read the compositions in this book, study how the analysis of the 
question is done first (in the box) before reading.

Structure of the composition

Structure means the way the ideas are organised in a composition.

You must write an introductory paragraph first. In an introduction, you 
start off by signaling to the reader as to what you understand by the different 
keywords in the question as well as the focus of the question. An introduction 
is very important for setting the direction you want to take for the composition.

After the short introduction of three to four lines, you write three or four more 
paragraphs. These paragraphs are called body paragraphs. It is like the body of 
a person. The introduction is like the head of a person. In each body paragraph, 
you include a different idea and develop or explain that idea clearly.

At the end, you write a conclusion which is the final paragraph. Here, you 
sum up everything you have written so far. You can do a quick summary of your 
main points you covered earlier in the body paragraphs. The conclusion should 
be short- just two to three lines would be sufficient.

Some basic information and tips on the three types of 
compositions that are covered in this book

  The expository type question
This type of composition usually requires students to explain reasons for 

something or to explain how something happens. ‘What’, ‘how’ , ‘why’ and 
‘discuss’ are some of the common question words that appear in such questions. 
For such questions, students generally have to list the different reasons or factors 
or steps involved. Some examples of these questions are provided below.
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Examples of expository questions

1.  Discuss the value of reading (this question requires students to list and explain 
the benefits of reading)

2.  What are the most important duties of a government? (this question requires 
students to list and explain the various responsibilities of a government)

  The argumentative type question
For the argumentative questions, students are usually given a statement or a 

question that requires them to either agree or disagree with. Their position (that 
is, whether they agree or disagree) must be clearly stated in the introduction of 
the composition.

For these questions, the students must also show later on in their composition 
that there could be others who might disagree with the issue in the question even 
though the student agrees. This is necessary so that students show that there are 
other ways to look at the issue. The model compositions in this book will make 
this clearer. Below are 2 examples of argumentative composition questions.

Examples of argumentative questions

1.  In your opinion, should we welcome changes? (students must take a clear 
position or stand as to whether we should or should not welcome changes)

2.  Can we ever get rid of crime? (students must take a clear stand as to whether 
it is possible or not possible to eliminate crime)

In section 1, we will cover the above two types of compositions. For some 
questions, the examiner just gives one word, for example, ‘power’. For such 
questions, students have the freedom to either write an expository or even a 
narrative type of composition. You will see such questions later on in section 1.

  Personal recounts
Personal recounts require students to write about their thoughts and 

feelings about an event, incident or moment in their life. Such compositions are 
descriptive in nature, which means that students who describe the situation, 
feelings and thoughts well will have a better mark.
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various crimes that warrant different types 
of punishment. These punishments, minor 
or major, serve different purposes. Some are 
more effective than others too. In my opinion, 
punishments are necessary especially if they 
help to deter people from committing wrong.

Firstly, punishments serve the purpose of 
teaching someone. If a child is caught by his or 
her parents for lying or doing something wrong, 
a severe scolding or even a caning would follow. 
This minor punishment aims to teach the child 
that he or she should not repeat this mistake. 
However, if the child is not punished and 
continues this wrong behaviour, he or she may 
grow up into a criminal who may cheat people 
or steal from them. Such crimes would attract 
more severe punishment. The person could be 
jailed or even caned by prison authorities and 
this could create a black mark in his life.

Secondly, a major punishment like the 
death penalty is needed to prevent people 
from committing serious crimes.   For example, 
most drug dealers who are caught in Singapore 
will be hanged. It may seem very harsh to 
take someone’s life but this punishment may 
be necessary as drugs destroy peoples’ lives, 
especially the lives of young people. If such 
serious crimes are taken lightly, more people 
may commit them. It is therefore important to 
stem such crimes.

Some people may argue that punishments 
are not effective in changing a person.  They 
point out that some criminals continue 
committing crimes after they are released from 
jail. Yet, others may argue tha t criminals should 

The student starts off by 
discussing the difference 
between rewards and 
punishments, especially since 
young. The student also 
considers ‘minor’ and ‘major’ 
punishments though these 
could have been explained 
clearly. The student ends the 
introduction by stating his stand 
that punishments are necessary. 
This stand helps to set the 
direction for this composition.

This is the topic sentence or the 
main idea.

The point is developed with 
some examples.

This is the topic sentence.

A specific example is provided 
here to support the main point 
clearly.

The student provides a counter 
argument here. This means that 
the student tries to provide a 
perspective that others may 
have.

Model Expository/Argumentative Compositions 77

be given a second chance and not be punished. 
While I agree that these are valid arguments, I 
think that some of these arguments fail to 
consider the big picture. Punishments are not 
only aimed at teaching the criminals but serve 
the larger purpose of educating the society 
about good or negative behaviours. When 
everyone in society understands that there are 
certain crimes that we do not condone, they will 
adjust their behaviours accordingly to avoid the 
wrath of the law.

‘To err is human’. It is common for man 
to commit mistakes but these mistakes must 
be corrected. There should be different types 
of punishments depending on the severity of 
the mistakes. Although not all punishments 
may work perfectly, they signal to people that 
they should steer clear from crimes. Everyone in 
society may also feel safe if they are aware that 
there is a good system of law and order.

The student explains the 
counter argument.

The student explains why the 
counter arguments are not very 
good.

Here, the student sums up by 
reiterating his stand about why 
punishments are necessary.
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2.  We are not doing enough to conserve the environment. Do 
you agree?

  'We’ refers to human beings or people. A student could consider different 
groups of people such as individuals, companies, the government or even 
environmentalists.

  ‘Not doing enough’ is a very important key phrase in this question. It means 
that people are not putting in sufficient effort or that the efforts are not 
sufficient enough to make a positive impact on the environment.

  ‘Conserve’ is another keyword, which means to protect the environment.

  ‘The environment’ refers to our surroundings. For this question, students 
could consider the different types of environmental problems that we face 
and argue whether different groups of people are putting in enough effort to 
address these issues.

  To score well, students need to consider different groups of people and 
the extent of the success of their efforts in dealing with the different types 
of environmental issues.

Let ’s
Analyse this questionly

Pollution from factories, the loss of 
biodiversity and fossil fuels as well as rising 
temperatures because of global warming are 
common environmental problems we face 
today. In recent years, Singapore is also facing 
a worsening haze crisis due to forest fires in 
neighbouring countries like Indonesia. When 
we consider all these environmental problems, 
it seems that individuals, companies and the 
government are not putting in sufficient effort 
in protecting the environment. If they had 
put in enough effort, we would not see these 
problems getting worse day by day. Therefore, I 
agree that we are not doing enough to conserve 
our environment.

The student provides an 
overview of different 
environmental problems 
before taking a clear stand that 
we are not doing enough to 
conserve the environment.
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Factories that dispose industrial waste 
indiscriminately contribute to air and water 
pollution and they do not seem to care about 
protecting the environment.   For example, 
many factories in China spew large amounts of 
pollutants into the air and water. The fumes 
choke people and worsen the health conditions 
of the ill, the elderly and children. The waste 
that is disposed into the rivers and seas affect 
the marine life too. It is therefore clear that the 
companies that own these factories do not put 
in enough effort to protect the environment.

Moreover, governments do not seem to be 
playing their part to protect the environment 
too.  Despite warnings of rising temperatures, 
global warming is getting worse day by day. 
The problem of massive burning of forests 
in some countries like Indonesia cannot be 
stopped by the government even though they 

This topic sentence focuses 
on how factories are not 
doing enough to conserve the 
environment.

An example is provided and 
explained to support the point 
made in the topic sentence.

This topic sentence focuses 
on governments’ lack of effort. 
Note the use of the connector 
‘Moreover’. Such connecting 
words make the composition 
more cohesive.
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4.  Social media brings more disadvantages than advantages 
to teenagers. What do you think?

  ‘Social media’ refers to platforms like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, blogs 
and online chat programmes.

  ‘Disadvantages’ refer to the negative effects of social media while 
‘advantages’ refer to the positive aspects or benefits.

  ‘Teenagers’ is the group that should be focused in this essay. Students must 
ensure that their points and examples relate to teenagers only.

  To score well for this question, students should consider different types 
of social media and do a good analysis of the effects these platforms have 
on teenagers.

Let ’s
Analyse this questionly

It is a common sight to see many teenagers 
these days glued to their smartphones. 
Teenagers have stopped talking to one another- 
they either chat online or message each other. 
Some only “talk” to their phones. Going on 
Facebook to post and check the number 
of likes they have, having a twitter account, 
posting pictures on Instagram and even 
blogging about different issues are some of the 
activities teenagers are involved in on social 
media. While it is true that social media allows 
us to be connected to many more people, 
such connections are superficial and social 
media addiction is becoming a huge problem. 
I believe that social media is more harmful than 
beneficial.

Firstly, social media does not allow one 
to have deep connections with others.  It 
encourages superficial contact only. How 

This introduction reveals the 
student’s knowledge of the 
topic of social media. The 
student ends the introduction 
by taking a clear stand that 
social media is more harmful.

This is the first topic sentence. 
Note the use of the connector 
‘Firstly’.
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many of us personally know everyone who is 
a friend on our facebook account? We now 
communicate online, through a screen. Research 
shows that this is affecting our teenagers’ ability 
to socialise in real life. Teenagers are isolating 
themselves from others. They prefer not to talk 
face-to-face. Communication and language 
skills are also deteriorating. Social media lingo 
is invading students’ writing in schools and this 
is a worrying trend. For example, in one report, 
it was found that high school students in the 
United States were using slang terms and text-
speak such as IDK (I don’t know), SMH (shaking 
my head), and BTW (by the way) in their 
assignments.

Moreover, social media addiction is 
clearly harming our teenagers.  Teenagers are 
spending too much time on social media. In 
2005, a report by news agency CNN revealed 
that some 13 year olds check social media one 
hundred times a day! This severely affects the 
time and focus they give to other areas like their 
studies or other pursuits. These teenagers just 
do not even realise that they are addicted to 
social media and this is a very grave problem.

However, on the other hand, some people 
may argue that social media is beneficial for 
teenagers.  It allows them to make new friends 
and connect with people from different parts of 
the world and even different walks of life, 
making them more knowledgeable about 
different cultures and personalities.  It also 
boosts their self-esteem. Many people cheer up 
if they see many likes on their Facebook page 
for a post or picture they uploaded. Teenagers, 

The student elaborates on 
the point made in the topic 
sentence. Examples are also 
provided to support the point.

This is the second topic 
sentence. The student uses 
an appropriate and good 
connector ‘Moreover’.

The student develops the point 
and provides an example.

This sentence signals to the 
reader that the student is about 
to explore the opposite side of 
the issue.

This sentence is the main point, 
which is about how social 
media is beneficial. 
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