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SECTION

Model Expository/Argumentative Compositions 55

Model Expository/
Argumentative 
Compositions

1

1. Why do people like to keep pets?

  ‘why’ – this instruction word means that we need to provide reasons 

  ‘people’- refers to different individuals like children or adults 

  ‘like to keep pets’- this means that they love pets and they care for them at 
their home. 

This question requires students to explain a few reasons as to why different 
individuals love to have pets. The benefits of having pets need to be explained.

Let ’s
Analyse this questionly

People like to keep different pets like fish, 
dogs, cats or hamsters. Some people love 
their pets very much and would do anything 
for them. Pets are adorable, they offer good 
companionship to their owners and make our 
lives interesting. People keep pets because of 
the many benefits they bring to them.

Pets are adorable and that is one reason 
as to why people like to keep them. Cute pets 
like hamsters and rabbits are nice to look at and 
take care of. It is also very interesting to see 
these pets play around in their cages or in the 
home. Such lovable pets bring life to a home.

This is an introduction to the 
issue in the question. The third 
sentence provides the reasons 
that will be elaborated later on 
in the body paragraphs.

This sentence brings across the 
reason that will be explained in 
this paragraph.
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Secondly, some television programmes 
help us to relax after a tiring day. Comedy or 
entertainment programmes allow us to enjoy. 
‘Just for laughs’ is one example of a programme 
that is humorous and enables us to laugh. 
Variety entertainment programmes like song 
and dance shows on MTV television helps to 
relieve our stress too.

However, there are some programmes that 
are harmful.  Programmes that contain a lot of 
violence can affect a person’s mind. These 
include shows like the World Wrestling 
Federation (WWF) and even in some films, a lot 
of violence is depicted.

Finally, there are also some programmes 
that impart wrong values to us.  Some shows 
glamorise the value of leading a very lavish 
lifestyle or show people who lead very vain 
lives. Some programmes even show people 
having pre-marital sex. These negative values 
would especially affect children and teenagers.

As there are different types of television 
programmes, if viewers choose the good 

Another main idea is provided. 
Note the use of the connector 
‘secondly’. Such connectors 
provide better flow to the 
composition.

Two different examples are 
provided here to support the 
main point in this paragraph.

Now, the student is moving on 
to discuss the disadvantages. 
Note the use of the connector 
‘however’, which signals this 
shift of focus. 

The main idea is followed by 
examples.

This is the main idea of the 
paragraph. 

These sentences show how 
some programmes impart 
different negative values. 
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programmes to watch, then they can benefit. 
However, if they watch the wrong programmes 
that teach negative values, it will harm them. 
Whatever the case, it is always best to limit our 
watching of television. When we do watch for 
entertainment or information, we should pick 
the best programmes. 

In the conclusion, the student 
tries to summarise the issue and 
provide some final thoughts. 
The idea of limiting the time we 
spend on watching television 
is good as it shows that the 
student knows the issue very 
well.

3. Fear.

There is only a single word in this question. First, the student must understand 
the meaning of ‘fear’ and have the necessary knowledge of the topic. If you 
do not understand the meaning of the word, do not even choose this question. 
Second, the student must decide how he wants to approach this question. Does he 
want to write a narrative or story to show fear or does he want to do a descriptive 
essay on what fear is? Third, the student needs to decide on what to focus on in 
the composition. There are so many areas that can be focused on so the student 
must decide what needs to be covered in the composition. In the following model 
answer, the student decides to focus on the effects of fear (i.e what it does to us) 
and some ways to get rid of fears. This helps the student focus. It is impossible to 
cover everything in a composition so the student must focus on a few areas and 
organise the points well in order to do  well.

Let ’s
Analyse this questionly

Ailurophobia is a fear of cats while 
amathophobia is a fear of dust. Indeed, there 
are so many different types of fear. Fear is an 
emotion that most, if not all, of us share. We are 
all afraid of different things and this depends on 
our experiences in life. We sometimes develop 
a fear over time while other fears may have 
always existed. Fear affects different people 
in different ways and we need to know how to 
overcome our fears so that we can lead a good 
and happy life.

It is interesting to begin the 
composition by referring to two 
uncommon or less known fears.

These sentences show the 
student’s knowledge of fear 
and what the student will cover 
in the rest of the composition.
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7. Should parents give more freedom to their teenage children?  

  ‘should’- means it needs to be done

  ‘parents’- this term refers to both the mother and father

  ‘give more freedom’- students need to understand what freedom is and what 
it means to give more freedom. Freedom means the independence to do 
something. 

  ‘teenage children’- this refers to children aged between 13 and 19 years old. 

This question is about whether parents should allow their children more 
independence to do what they want. ‘More’ suggests that parents already give 
them freedom but the amount of freedom needs to be increased. Students have to 
decide whether the freedom that the teenagers receive has to be increased. They 
also need to think of different areas that they need more freedom in (i.e is it in 
deciding what to study, the friends to have and so on).

Let ’s
Analyse this questionly

It is commonly said that teenagers are 
rebellious. Parents find it difficult to relate to 
their teenage children as during this period of 
their lives, teenagers become different and they 
want to do things on their own without telling 
their parents.  While parents need to allow their 
teenage children space to explore and grow by 
giving them more freedom, they should also 
help them find a direction in life as teenagers 
are still not fully mature.

Parents can give teenagers more freedom 
in some areas like the subjects they wish to 
study in school.  For example, after Secondary 
two, students can decide whether they want to 
enter the Science or Arts stream. Parents can 

These opening sentences 
introduce the topic.

This sentence reveals the 
student’s view in this question. 
The student thinks that more 
freedom should be given but 
parents should still advise. 

The student identifies an area 
where teenagers can be given 
more freedom.
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advise their children as to what is best for them 
but the teenager must make the final decision. 
Parents should not force their children to enter 
a course they are not interested in.

Parents can also advise their teenage 
children as to the types of friends they should 
have but should not decide who their friends 
should be.  They must give their children more 
freedom in choosing their friends and respect 
these friends. Even if parents know that some 
friends may not be a positive influence on 
their child, they should not object. Instead, 
they should respect their children’s choice and 
continue to monitor them or step in when the 
child needs help.

Some people may argue that teenagers 
are still immature and should not be given 
more freedom.  During this period of their 
life, teenagers are in the process of finding 
their identity and are still exploring. Too 
much freedom may cause them to make poor 
decisions that can harm them. For example, 
they may fall into bad company and start 
smoking or even taking drugs.

A good example is given and 
explained well.

This is another point.

The explanation of the main 
point is clear.

This point argues that 
teenagers should not be given 
more freedom.

An explanation and example 
have been given to support the 
point.

S1&2_Role_Model_160X220.indd   22 13-Mar-20   2:48:40 PM



The Role Model • Secondary 1 & 22020 © Fairfield Book Publishers Pte. Ltd.

Whether teenagers should be given more 
freedom or not depends on the individual’s 
level of maturity and situation. Parents should 
allow more freedom in areas that matter to 
teenagers like in their studies or friendships. 
These are issues close to teenagers’ hearts. 
However, there should be a balance. Parents 
should always advise and guide their children 
even while giving them more freedom.

The conclusion sums up the 
issue and reminds the reader of 
the student’s view. The student 
argues that there should be 
more freedom but parents 
should always guide.

8. Why is it important to be educated? 

  ‘why’- this instruction word means that students must provide reasons for 
something

  ‘important’- means crucial or vital. If something is important, it must be 
because it leads to good results or outcomes

  ‘educated’- this means to be taught different things in school 

This question requires students to list down the benefits of receiving an education 
in schools.  

Let ’s
Analyse this questionly

When we go to schools, we receive 
education in different subjects. However, a 
good education is not just about learning 
subjects. In schools, we also participate in 
other co-curricular or enrichment activities 
that develop us well in different areas. All 
these make us a well-educated person.  Being 
educated has several benefits.

Firstly, it is important to be educated in 
different subjects as it increases our knowledge 
of different things.  Knowledge is power. If we 

This is the first main benefit 
of being educated. Note the 
connecting word ‘firstly’.

These opening sentences 
introduce the topic. It is good 
that the student considers 
education in a broader way (i.e 
an educated person is someone 
who is not only educated in 
subjects but receives education 
through other school activities 
too).
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have more knowledge, we can make better 
decisions about different things. For example, 
knowledge of simple mathematics like money 
allows us to make wise decisions about how to 
spend and save.

Secondly, it is important to be educated as 
that will help us to get a good job in future. 
Many jobs require one to be educated. If one 
is not educated, it will be difficult to find work. 
Some people who are uneducated or who did 
not have a proper education suffer in their lives. 
This explains why our parents encourage us to 
study well.

Finally, education allows us to learn good 
values that can be useful in our life. Through 
education, we learn what is good and bad. 
For example, in schools, there are moral 
education classes that teach values like honesty 
and compassion for others. These values are 
important for success in life. When students go 
out to do community projects, they also learn 
the value of helping others. Such good values 
will also help society to become a better place 
as people learn to help others.

An explanation and example 
support the point.

This is another main point. 
Note the use of the connecting 
word ‘secondly’.

The explanation of the main 
idea is clear.

This is the final main idea as 
signalled by the connecting 
word ‘finally’.

An example is provided and 
explained to support the point.
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