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ABOUT THE PAPER

 1. A word of Welcome

 2. Aims and objectives

 3. Paper - 1

 4. Paper - 2

 5. The Application Question

 6. Some Essay-Questions Answered

 7. Tips and Hints

 8. Conclusion

1. A Word of Welcome

You have now embarked on a self-study course to prepare yourself for an important 
examination. The grade you obtain in General paper will play an important part in 
determining your eligibility for admission to the university. The fact that you have 
decided on this course explains that you have gotten over the odd conviction 
that education is confined just to the school, and that you are aware of your own 
educational responsibilities. Industry is the best teacher; the world an incomparable 
class-room, and life itself a valuable lesson. You are a self-motivated individual, and 
it is this motivation in students that teachers respect and would help one achieve 
success in examinations. The different subject matters discussed in this course should 
be reflected upon and the knowledge gained from this reflection used in the best 
possible manner to achieve success in the examinations. 
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2. Aims and Objectives

The General Paper is a compulsory paper if you are taking the G.C.E. ‘A’ 
Level Exam. The Paper consists of two sections. From the first section (Paper 
1), one question has to be answered and from the second section (Paper 2), 
the questions based on a given passage are to be answered. Eligibility for 
admission to the University is based on your making the grade in the General 
Paper as well as in the Papers pertaining to other subjects. Your aim must be 
to get the best possible grade in G.P.

Paper 1 consists of a series of essay topics. The topics are often debatable 
and drawn from different disciplines. You are required to discuss any one of 
the topics of your choice and assert your point of view. Naturally, therefore, 
from the discussion (approximately of a length between 500 and 800 words) 
the examiner assesses your thought processes, your command of the 
language, and your ability to analyse and to give your opinion on a given 
topic. This exercise involves every aspect of English — sentence construction, 
paragraphing, punctuation, spelling and accurate application of vocabulary. 
The questions set provoke the thought process of the student, and this is 
influenced by his knowledge gained from reading about the subject matter 
in relation to the question. Each composition is each individual’s thinking. It 
follows, therefore, that it will be best to allow the individual to say it in the 
manner he likes. By all means, be clear; clarity is the hallmark of a good G.P. 
essay. Formality is admittedly the chief enemy of the essay; however some 
hints on the techniques of essay-writing will come in handy.

The first essential is to have something to say, and if you walk with your eyes 
and ears open, you will always have something to say. This ability to say 
something on a subject will be aided by reading, and there is enough material 
in this course to appeal to your interest. A student equipped with knowledge 
on a particular subject will have something to say with clarity and conviction. It 
will be best to choose a topic on which one is well-informed; but he can write 
well only if he is interested, and this interest must be conveyed in writing. A 
good G.P. essay will be a combination of facts and opinions. The bolder your 
opinions are, the more impression you create in the examiner. To be forceful 
and direct in expressing ideas, one should be in control of the subject chosen. 
If you have an array of facts relevant to the chosen topic, you should be able to 
marshal them properly and to arrange the series of arguments logically. Since 
the approach and the style are dependent on the topic chosen, a knowledge 
of the categorisation of the essay topics will be useful.
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In Paper 2, a passage or two passages will be given and you are asked to 
answer a few questions based on the passage. This section aims at testing 
your ability to grasp and assimilate ideas when you read a passage and 
your expressiveness of what you have grasped. The questions are aimed at 
testing your vocabulary and command of the language. The last question (the 
Application Question) will require the student to synthesise information and 
respond to concepts or ideas in the passage or passages.

The questions in the General Paper do not follow any prescribed syllabus, 
and are intended to assess your maturity of thought, your awareness of the 
issues faced by the world and your country, your ability to discuss these issues 
and come to definite conclusions and your comprehension skills and ability to 
express your answer with accuracy and clarity. 

3. Paper - 1

ANSWER ONE QUESTION FROM THE PAPER.
Answers should be between 500 and 800 words in length.

 1. To what extent is a stable family vital for a successful society?

 2. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of being educated abroad.

 3. Is it ever right for one country to become involved in the internal affairs 
of another?

 4. “Films which have the greatest appeal are usually those which have the 
least value”. By reference to specific examples, consider how far this is 
a fair assessment.

 5. Consider the arguments for and against the use of the death penalty in 
a modern society.

 6. “In today’s world, power is determined by economic success, not 
military might”. Discuss.

 7. How far can we satisfy the worldwide demand for food and still protect 
the environment?

 8. Compare the effectiveness of any two of the following as a means of 
news coverage: the radio, television, newspapers.
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 1. Freeedom

 2. Population

 3. Poverty

 4. Effects of Scientific Discoveries

 5. Role of Scientific Discovery

 6. Democrary

 7. Natural Resources of a Country

 8. Tradition

 9. Writers and their Themes

 10. Importance of History

 11. Mass Media

 12. The Use of Leisure

 13. University education

 14. Sources of Energy

 15. Language

 16. Education

 17. War and Peace

 18. International organisations

 19. Tourism

 20. Balance of Nature

 21. Wealth of the Sea

 22. Infuence of Climate

 23. Music

 24. Mass production

 25. Photography

The General paper requires a student to read widely as this course deals with 
an array of topics. The student in his discussion of the topic of his choice will 
be able to draw from his knowledge gained by reading the topics discussed 
in this book. TIME, NEWSWEEK,THE ECONOMIST, SCIENCE DIGEST AND 
OMEGA are some of the magazines that the student should read if they are 
made available. He may borrow copies, old or new, from friends and read 
them at leisure. In any case, while studying this course or reading magazines 
and books, the student is strongly advised to keep a notebook in which 
he may jot down the new words and phrases he comes across. Frequent 
reference to this book will have the effect of fixing these words in his active 
vocabulary. The student is advised to read those books that interest him. If 
the main points are noted down while reading, he may refer to them later on 
to refresh his memory.

It is important to write the essay according to a plan or an outline. With a plan 
the student must know where he is going and in what direction he intends to 
proceed. It is a great mistake to think that ideas will come and will arrange 
themselves as the essay proceeds. The question set will stimulate thinking 
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and the ideas that come to your mind, when noted down, will form a rough 
outline. When the outline is finally completed, the actual writing may begin. 
If this method is followed, the student will produce a good essay and not a 
jumble of disjointed facts.

When the student is at liberty to choose his own subject, he is more likely 
to write well than when the subject is prescribed for him. In the first case he 
writes because he wishes to do so; in the second case because he must. A 
candidate at an examination is in the second position, though not completely. 
He must write, but he is given a choice of twelve subjects on which to write. It is 
important to remember that the writing of an essay at an examination in English 
is a test of knowledge and expression. The student must have something to 
say; but what he says is not so important as how he says it. The candidate must 
not be unduly alarmed at his ignorance of the subject on which he is asked to 
write, though, naturally, he will choose that subject about which he thinks he 
knows most. He should always choose the ‘easiest” subject.

From the literary standpoint, apart from any considerations of matter, the 
most important parts of an essay are the introduction and the conclusion, 
and of these the opening is the chief. The attention of the reader should be 
arrested at the start. He should be beguiled into continuing, and this may 
be accomplished in many ways. From the opening sentence the reader may 
be startled and puzzled, or may have his curiosity aroused. To find a good 
opening sentence is well worth the expenditure of some thought and some 
time. A common trick of many of our best essay writers is to open with a 
sentence which, at first reading, appears to have little or nothing to do with 
the subject of the essay. He is made to wonder about, what this boy or girl is 
talking about and he will be tempted to read.

In an argumentative essay, it is necessary to give an idea of the student’s line 
of thought. If the question is why study history, one may in an introduction, 
explain the danger of neglecting a subject that fosters human wisdom and 
emphasise, the view that history should form an integral part of the school 
curriculum. The following way be suggested:

History is a subject with vast implications and universal scope and 
no system of education can dispense with it. No citizen can regard 
himself as properly informed unless he approaches the questions and 
controversies of the day with the equipment that only an appreciation 
of history can provide. Today, owing to the emphasis on science, there 
is the danger of forcing history out of he curriculum.
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If the question is about the dangers of soil erosion, the following introduction 
may be suitable:

Soil erosion in nature, though a beneficial process, is accelerated by 
human mismanagement. Nature sets the balance between denudation 
and soil formation. Man easily disturbs the balance by deforestation 
and the destruction of natural vegetation. This man-accelerated 
denudation is what is known as soil erosion.

The main body of the essay is the easiest part to write, if the student has 
prepared the outline. After the difficulties of the opening sentence have 
been overcome, the writer is on the open road and, if his ideas have been 
arranged, he should have little difficulty in pressing forward. It is in the middle 
portion, or body of the essay, that the main facts of the subject are set out 
and the argument is developed.

The essay should be well rounded off. There is always the danger of leaving 
the subject hanging in the air as if the subject was left unfinished. The 
conclusion should give the impression that it is the end, and that, at least 
for the time being, all has been said that can be said. It must have an air of 
finality, and to secure this the wording and the phrasing of the last sentence 
should be considered carefully. All the great essayists make not only fine 
beginnings, but good endings too. The essay on the importance of history 
can be concluded as follows:

The importance of history cannot be over-emphasised. The recent 
trend is to treat history, a subject referred to in the past as the parent 
of all subjects, as a dull catalogue of events. Its humanizing influence is 
not disputed. It is a record of man’s struggles, his successes and failures 
and his aspirations and their fulfilment. It traces the progress of man 
and his civilization. The danger, if it is extirpated from the curriculum, 
will be grave.

The essay on soil erosion which should explain the dangers of erosion and the 
measures to be taken to halt the process may be concluded thus:

Soil erosion is not an alarmist’s fear. It is very real and a threat to 
mankind. We who know the causes and the methods of prevention 
must fight unremittingly if the future generations are to be fed. The 
alternative is starvation, the price that man has to pay for interfering 
with the balance of nature.
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8. Conclusion

Now that you have become acquainted with the General Paper for G.C.E. ‘A’ 
Level exam and with what is expected of you by the examiner, you may go 
through the chapters that follow and learn how to write good compositions. 
In these chapters you are told in great detail how you should set about writing 
an essay and what the mechanics of writing are and how you should set about 
answering questions based on a comprehension passage. The large number 
of essays included will help you to become well-informed on a wide variety of 
topics and they will also serve as models of what constitutes as a good essay.
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 (h) Quotations, proverbs and illustrations used should be brief and direct.

 (i) Sequence of tenses should be maintained.

 (j) See that your expression is grammatical and idiomatic.

 (k) Remember what Swift has said: “Proper words in proper places make 
the true definition of style.”

SOME DON’TS
 (a) Do not write a very lenghty introduction or conclusion.

 (b) Do not lose sight of the subject matter of the essay.

 (c) Do not use words and phrases you are not sure of.

 (d) Do not repeat the same idea in the same way.

 (e) Do not refer to a fact or an event unless you are sure of it.

 (f) Though the length of the essay is prescribed by the examiner, you 
should not hesitate to write a few words more or less. What is important 
is your sincere attempt to discuss the topic or answer the question and 
give completeness to your piece of writing.

 (g) Do not use more words than necessary to express an idea. In particular, 
do not use superfluous adjectives and adverbs and long-winded 
expressions.

 (h) Avoid the use of jargon and slang and unfamiliar words.

CHAPTER
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DISCUSSION AND ESSAYS

PROBLEMS OF THE YOUTH

 1. Introductory Remarks

 2. Discussion:

 (i) The Generation Gap

 (ii) Gangs

 3. Essay Questions

 4. Model Essays

1. Introductory Remarks

The youths of today are branded as rebellious and disrespectful of everything. 
We hear of student power and the violence associated with it. There is the 
belief that much of the unrest among youths is due to their disillusionment. If 
the youth rebellion of the youth is a passing phase, there is not much cause 
for alarm; but today the young act as a body and they are made use of by wily 
politicians for their own ends.

The article by Benjamin Spock reproduced in this chapter tells about the 
storms and stresses that an adolescent experiences — the problems that 
are not unnatural to a growing boy or girl. In recent times, much has been 
said about the identity crisis. The individual suffers from alienation. To be 
alienated from society means to feel that he is not a part of it. He is out of 
sync with society. A person does not only feel alienated from society as a 
whole, he may feel alienated from a group as well.
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